
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

FRIDAY NEWS 
February 23, 2018 

 
SAFETY UPDATE 
The Norfield Police Department recently contacted me to provide an update regarding their 
investigation of the incident last week when one of our SRS students reported possibly being 
followed by a stranger as he walked home. They indicated that they have investigated the 
report, reviewed video camera footage, and interviewed individuals. While a video did show a 
person walking on the sidewalk along Willow Road during the time of the incident, they were 
unable to identify the person or substantiate that the person was following the student. While 
the investigation remains open, no similar incidents have been reported in the area and there is 
no reason to believe that there is any particular threat. 
 
“WALK-OUTS” 
The recent tragedy in Parkland has sparked a heightened awareness about school violence, 
with adults and many of our children. As you may know, peaceful student walkouts were 
experienced throughout the country this week, and plans for further “walkouts” are gaining 
steam on social media. Most of these have been associated with high school students (or 
older), and don’t reach our younger population. However, we have had some of our junior high 
students express a desire to “show their support for the victims of school violence” and 
“demand action to make students safer in school”. As a public educational institution, we must 
be careful not to utilize the school as a political venue, or put our students in danger by 
“walking out of school.” However, we do want to educate our interested students on 
appropriate avenues to accomplish their goals and have their voices heard. We will continue to 
work with them in this endeavor, and communicate any specific plans with you before they 
occur. 
 
PTO BOOSTERTHON RUN 
As you've probably heard, the PTO is thrilled to be hosting a District 29 Boosterthon Fun 
Run in lieu of our Letter Writing Campaign.  If you or the business you work for are interested 
in donating toward the festive tee shirt that all kids, teachers and administration will be 
wearing, please reach out to Nancy Detlefsen (ndetlefsen@gmail.com) or Megan Waite 
(megan.s.waite@gmail.com) for sponsorship details.  We'd greatly appreciate your support!! 
 
 
 



2018-2019 AFTER-CARE TRANSPORTATION 
This week, I sent an email out to the parents/guardians of 2018-2019 4th and 5th grade 
students gauging interest in the possibility of a parent-coordinated transportation system to 
bring students from SRS to the Wesley After-Care Program at Middlefork School. If you 
MIGHT be interested in this option, please send me an email with your name, student(s) name, 
student(s) grade. I will be forwarding your information to a few parents that are coordinating 
this effort. 
 
STRATEGIC PLANNING  
This week, the Strategic Planning Steering Committee met to digest the results from the recent 
stakeholder survey and annual student assessment report. Many strengths were clearly evident 
in the data. I sincerely thank the staff, students, and parents/guardians for the great 
accomplishments that we have made together and for making the District such a special place. 
There is much to be proud of in District 29! 
 
The data also reflect opportunities for growth and improvement relative to communication, 
curriculum & instruction, professional development, support services, stakeholder 
engagement, and finances. The next step in the process will be to identify specific themes and 
goals that will form the structure of the plan. We look forward to sharing a draft document 
with ALL stakeholder groups for further input and refinement in the near future!  
 
MIDDLEFORK CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT 
We have been working with staff from Wight + Co. (Architects) and Pepper Construction 
(Construction Manager) to further define needs and explore possibilities for facilities 
improvements at Middlefork School. Over the next few weeks, we will hope to develop a few 
design concepts to share with our stakeholders for input and feedback! Watch the news and 
our website for opportunities to share your thoughts! 
 
 
Sincerely, 
Edward J. Stange, Ph.D.  
Superintendent of Schools 

MIDDLEFORK HEADLINES SUNSET RIDGE HEADLINES 

KINDERGARTEN MATH NIGHT was a 
joy! Thank you to all the kindergarten 
children and parents who came out Thursday 
evening. We hope you will enjoy playing 
some of these games at home as well!  
 
A CHANGE OF CLOTHES (in a gallon 
sized ziplock bag) is always welcomed at 
Middlefork, especially as spring rains and 

6th GRADE OUTDOOR ED: Please see the 
attachment for important information about 
the 6th grade Outdoor Ed meeting. 
(attachment) 
 
LOOKING FOR PENPALS: The members 
of a SRS book club are looking for 
international pen pals. We are reading I Will 
Always Write Back, a true story about the two 



occasional 50+ degree days tease us with 
thoughts of a balmier season. We go outside 
for recess whenever possible, even when there 
are puddles and the occasional muddy patch. 
And accidental or not (sometimes it’s hard to 
tell when you’re 6 :-), it’s helpful to have a 
quick change of pants and socks on hand 
while the originals dry out! 
 
GOINGS ON AT MIDDLEFORK: 
**Kindergarten engineers are learning about 
structure & function, using clay, glue, 
toothpicks, popsicle sticks, and cubes to 
design & build homes for the Three Little 
Pigs, strong enough to withstand the huffs and 
puffs of the Big Bad Wolf.  
**1st graders celebrated the 100th day of 
school. In addition to countless counting to 
100 activities, they sang ol’ favorite, One 
Zero Zero in music, and performed 100 
Random Acts of Kindness during the week.  
**2nd graders practiced the art of 
printmaking, creating individual mono-prints 
of the Olympic rings.  
**3rd graders are preparing for their May art 
show, amassing up to 9 different pieces 
representing a range of media and master 
artist styles. They also enjoyed Dr. Stange’s 
Chex Mix lesson celebrating similarities and 
differences. Check out the poem he shared: 
http://www.gregott.net/Poetic_Devices/If%20All%20the%20Trees%
20Were%20Oaks%20Practice.pdf  

**The Olympics may end this weekend, but 
Mrs. Johnson’s Olympic Reading Challenge 
continues through 2/28! 
**Dedicated Dolphins decorated the school 
for Valentine’s Day and are creating 
encouraging cards for hospitalized children. 
 
PLEASE JOIN FAMILY SERVICE 
NIGHT on MARCH 8! The D29 Parent 
Connections Committee’s book drive to 
benefit Bernie’s Book Bank coincides with 
our Annual Service Night (⅜ @ 6:15 pm in 
SRS Gym). You may donate gently used 

people who became pen pals in middle 
school. We are hoping to experience what is it 
like to have a penpal from another country. 
To do this, we are seeking out the global 
connections in our community. Do you know 
of any 10-12 year olds who would be 
interested in American penpals? If so, please 
contact Mrs. Kahlenberg, 847-441-9425, 
kahlenbergj@sunsetridge29.org. Thank you! 
 
SERVICE NIGHT: Please join the Parent 
Connections Committee in an effort to 
support our area’s underserved elderly and 
disabled population by donating the supplies 
necessary to create Hygiene Kits benefitting 
the New Trier Township Food Pantry.  
We are asking each grade level to donate the 
following: 
4th Grade - Shampoo 
5th Grade - Conditioner 
6th Grade - Shampoo 
7th Grade - Conditioner 
8th Grade - Bar of Soap 
 
Also, please consider donating books to 
Bernie’s Book Bank! Bins will be set up in 
the building beginning on Monday. 
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children’s books from 2/26 through 3/9. Bins 
are in the lobby! 
 
REMINDERS: 
● February 27, Homeless Lunches, grades K 

& 2, by 10:00 a.m. 
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